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Sensory Kaleidoscope – Making skin feel visible 
 
Evonik’s Personal Care Business Line has developed a new 
tool for formulating skin care products with specific sensory 
properties: Sensory Kaleidoscope. 
 

Skin feel as a deciding factor 
Skin feel is one of the main influence factors when it comes to 
purchasing decisions and loyalty to care products. Using the 
format of a sensory map, the new interactive tool developed by 
Evonik reflects the effect of formulations with different emulsifiers 
on skin feel. Based on Evonik’s broad product portfolio, experience 
in application technology, and expertise in sensory evaluation and 
statistical analysis, Sensory Kaleidoscope enables the development 
of formulations with the desired skin feel and helps to turn current 
sensory trends directly into new products.  
 
Sensory Panel 
As a specialist in cosmetic ingredients, Evonik used a descriptive 
in-house panel to analyze the sensory properties of various 
formulations with emulsifiers from its own portfolio. In a large 
number of tests, the trained panelists evaluated the skin feel 
during application of the formulations and five minutes after 
absorption.  
 
Visualization of complex data  
The use of statistical methods and the resulting concentration on 
two factors made it possible to graphically display the broad set of 
data in a simple, two-dimensional coordinate system. Sensory 
Kaleidoscope demonstrates the wide range of sensory effects that 
can be achieved with emulsifiers made by Evonik. Customers can 
select desired sensory areas and analyze them from different 
perspectives.  
 
Focus on emulsifiers 
The initial focus of the tool is on O/W and W/O emulsifiers, such as 
the organomodified silicone emulsifier ABIL® Care XL 80 or the 
polyglyceryl-based ISOLAN® GPS. Application forms range from 
light sprays to rich creams. In addition, Sensory Kaleidoscope 
displays different options for expanding the sensory range by 
changing certain formulation components.  
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The interactive tool comes with a set of sample formulations that 
turn the skin feel in the various sensory areas into a tangible 
experience. Sensory Kaleidoscope facilitates the development of 
new products with specific sensory properties by making the 
process more direct, interactive, and easier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Company information  
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders in 
specialty chemicals, operating in the Nutrition & Care, Resource Efficiency and 
Performance Materials segments. The company benefits from its innovative 
prowess and integrated technology platforms. In 2015 more than 33,500 
employees generated sales of around €13.5 billion and an operating profit 
(adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.47 billion. 
 
About Nutrition & Care 
The Nutrition & Care segment is led by Evonik Nutrition & Care GmbH and 
contributes to fulfilling basic human needs. That includes applications for 
everyday consumer goods as well as animal nutrition and health care. This 
segment employed about 7,000 employees, and generated sales of around  
€4.9 billion in 2015. 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where 
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements 
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or 
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. 
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to 
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 
 


